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where it ended1. But that I may do impartial justice, and conform to the great rule of Courts, Suum cuique tribuito, I must add, that their Lordships in general, though they were pleased to call this ' a well-drawn paper,' preferred the former very inferiour petition which I had written; thus confirming the truth of an observation made to me by one of their number, in a merry mood: ' My dear Sir, give yourself no trouble in the composition of the papers you present to us ; for, indeed, it is casting pearls before swine.'
I renewed my solicitations that Dr. Johnson would this year accomplish his long-intended visit to Scotland.
'To JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ.
'DEAR SIR,                                                  . .                 •
' The regret has not been little with which I have missed a journey so pregnant with pleasing, expectations, as that in which I could promise myself not only the gratification of curiosity, both rational and fanciful, but the delight of seeing those whom I love and esteem. *#********. But such has been the course of things, that I could not come; and such has been, I am afraid, the state of my body, that it would not well have seconded my inclination. My body, I think, grows better, and I refer rny hopes to another year; for I am very sincere in my design to pay the visit, and take the ramble. In the mean time, do not omit any opportunity of keeping up a favourable opinion of me in the minds of any of my friends. Beattie's book2 is, I believe, every day more liked; at least, I like it more, as I look more upon it.
' I am glad if you got credit by your cause, and am yet of opinion,
i In like manner, he had discovered the Life of Chcynel to be Johnson's. Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 17, 1774.
a The Essay on Truth, published in May, 1770. Beattie wrote on Sept. 30, 1772 :—' The fourth edition of my Essay is now in the press.' Forbes's Beattie, ed. 1824, p. 134. Three translations—French, Dutch, and German—had, it seems, already appeared. Jb. p. 121. ' Mr. Johnson made Goldsmith a comical answer one day, when seeming to repine at the success of Beattie's Essay on Truth. " Here's such a stir," said, he, " about a fellow that has written one book, and I have written many." "Ah, Doctor," says he, "there go two and. forty sixpences you know to one guinea." ' Piozzi's Anec.. p. 179. See Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. i, 1773.
that                                 171) that when Kames retired from the Bench, ' after addressing his
